THE LIFE AND DEATH OF

KING  RICHARD II.

ACT I.    SCENE I.
London.    A Room in the Palace.

Enter King RICHARD, attended; JOHN OF
and other Nobles, with him.

K. RICH.   Old John of   Gaunt,   time-honour'd
Lancaster4,

4 OLD John of Gaunt, TIME-HONOUR'D Lancaster,] It may
not be improper here to make an observation to which I shall have
frequent occasion to refer. Our ancestors, in their estimate of
old age, appear to have reckoned somewhat differently from us,
and to have considered men as old whom we should now esteem
middle aged. With them, eveiy man that had passed fifty seems
to have been accounted an old man. John of Gaunt, who is here
introduced in that character with the additional of " time-honour'd
Lancaster,'' was at this time only 58 years old. He was born at
Ghent in 1340, and our present play commences in 1398 ; he
died in 1399, aged 59.

King Henry is represented by Daniel, in his poem of Rosamond,
as extremely old when he had a child by that lady. Henry was bom
at Mentz in 1133, and died on the 7th July, 1189, at the age
of 56. Robert, Earl of Leicester, is called an old man by Spencer
in a letter to Gabriel Harvey in 1582; at which time Lei-
cester was not fifty years old : and the French Admiral Coligny
is represented by his biographer, Lord Huntington, as a very old
man, though at the time of his death he was but fifty-three.

These various instances fully ascertain what has been stated, and
account for the appellation here given to John of Gaunt. I believe
this is made in some measure to arise from its being customary to
enter into life, in former times, at an earlier period than we do
now. Those who were married at fifteen, had at fifty been mas-
ters of a house and family for thirty-five years. MALONE.
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